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that is, they jnst had on their working clothes, but all
cleaned and brushed. When they finally got to- see me they
explained that they hadn't anything whatever to ask, but
that they believed in me, believed that I stood for what they
regarded as the American ideal, and as one rugged old
fellow put it, 'We want to shake that honest hand.' Now
this anecdote seems rather sentimental as I tell it, and I do
not know that I can convey to you the effect the incident
produced on me; but it was one of the very many incidents
which have occurred, and they have made me feel that I
am under a big debt of obligation to the good people of
this country, and that I am bound not by any unnecessary
action of mine to forfeit their respect, not to hurt them by
taking away any part of what they have built up as their
ideal of me.'"